Widal and le Sourd1 are said to have been the first to apply this test to tuberculosis in 1901.
In 1903 Bordet and Gengou2 showed that in the serum of guinea-pigs inoculated with tubercle bacilli, substances were produced which had the property of fixing complement in the presence of a specific antigen composed of tubercle bacilli.
Wassermann and Bruck, in 1906, were able to demonstrate a similar reaction in the case of patients who had received inoculations of tuberculin, complement being fixed by the antibodies present in the serum of these patients in the presence of tuberculin. In 1914 Dudgeon3 undertook some serological tests by the complement-fixation method in guinea-pigs which had been inoculated, subcutaneously or intraperitoneally, with human tubercle bacilli. He was able to show the occurrence of complement-fixing antibodies in the blood of these animals about ten days after inoculation by the subcutaneous route, and in from ten to fourteen days in the animals where the bacilli had been introduced into the peritoneal cavity. 
